1783]                    THE COALITION
The importance of the events of I7th-22nd Dec can scarcely be overrated. In a personal sense the> incalculable influence on the fortunes of George II Burke, and many lesser men. In constitutional his afterwards appear, they brought about the develop Cabinet and the reconstruction of the two chief pol in their modern forms. The happy ending of the c; the ship of State to reach smoother waters and m; though many of her crew and all foreign beholder her as wellnigh a castaway. All this, and more, tl Pitt's action in those days. He knew the serious n emergency; and at such a time it behoves the one man to take the helm, regardless of all cries as to hi his forwardness, Pitt had the proud confidence of Cl he and he alone could save the kingdom, and th mankind has applauded the resolve of the father in 1756, and the determination of his youthful son in dark clays at the close of 17X3. Conduct, which in pliable man would have been a crime, is one of the to fame of William Pitt the Younger., when cttmiiticms (.ttile mujori under a groat disappointment, and threatening h more his relative, Marl Temple, with the penaltie.* stitution, On hearing the news of his acceptance members of the Coalition burst into loud laughter, trooped over to the Opposition benches. Scarce! conceal their mirth during the ensuing debates; i December the House resolved itself into a Cumm Hitler the state of the nation. Certainly Pitt's positit enough; far his triumph suomed to be the result of intrigue, unworthy of the son of Chatham, and fai fluence of Parliament. 1 Ic figured an the King's Mil to office by the voles of nineteen Peers, against th Commons. One can t hero lore understand the persi Whig tradition, in which his action appeared the *» ttf
